A aspiration pneumonia caused in 3 female mice by food inhalation was examined histopathologically.
Dark-red areas were observed macroscopically on the uncut lungs.
The change was more severe in the superior and post-caval lobes of the right lung and the anterior part of the left lung. Microscopic examination revealed various-sized foreign bodies (inhaled food particles) accompanied by inflammatory cells and microorganisms in the tracheal lumen and the bronchiolar and alveolar spaces.
Spontaneous
and experimental aspiration pneumonias have been reported in domestic and laboratory animals [1-5,7-11, 13,14] , but pneumonia caused by food has been described only in pigs and calves [3, 8, 13, 14] . Although food-derived bone fragments were found in the lungs of the rat, hamster, rabbit, and guinea pig, the lungs of these animals showed no pneumonic change [6] After a gross post-mortem examination, the main organs were fixed in 10 neutral f ormalin, embedded in paraffin, and stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE). Selected sections of the lungs were also stained with Azan, periodic acidSchiff (PAS), and Weigert stain.
In addition, a feed pellet was sectioned by a routine procedure and stained with HE. The superior, inferior, and post-caval lobes of the right lung, and the anterior and posterior parts of the left lung were examined histopathologically. Polariscopic examination was used to identify the foreign bodies in the lung.
Results

I. Macroscopic
findings : Two animals (Nos. 30 and 292) showed a gross pulmonary change, i. e., the uncut lung had dark red areas, which were sharply demarcated from the macroscopically normal areas. (Fig. 3) . The lumen of the esophagus was dilated with foreign bodies (Fig. 4) .
Other organs, including the brain, were normal. 
